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Postscript to the First Edition

This pamphlet was written in August and September 1917. I had
already drawn up the plan for the next, the seventh chapter, "The
Experience of the Russian Revolutions of 1905 and 1917". Apart
from the title, however, I had no time to write a single line of the
chapter; I was "interrupted" by a political crisis — the eve of the
October revolution of 1917. Such an "interruption" can only be
welcomed; but the writing of the second part of this pamphlet
("The Experience of the Russian Revolutions of 1905 and 1917")
will probably have to be put off for a long time. It is more pleasant
and useful to go through the "experience of revolution" than to
write about it.

The Author

Petrograd
November 30, 1917
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State and Revolution

connected with much more far-reaching questions, one of
the most fundamental of which is the abolition of the
antithesis between town and country. As it is not our task
to create utopian systems for the organization of the future
society, it would be more than idle to go into the question
here. But one thing is certain: there is already a sufficient
quantity of houses in the big cities to remedy immediately
all real 'housing shortage', provided they are used
judiciously. This can naturally only occur through the
expropriation of the present owners and by quartering in
their houses homeless workers or workers overcrowded in
their present homes. As soon as the proletariat has won
political power, such a measure prompted by concern for
the common good will be just as easy to carry out as are
other expropriations and billetings by the present-day
state." (German edition, 1887, p. 22)*

The change in the form of state power is not examined here, but
only the content of its activity. Expropriations and billetings take
place by order even of the present state. From the formal point of
view, the proletarian state will also “order” the occupation of
dwellings and expropriation of houses. But it is clear that the old
executive apparatus, the bureaucracy, which is connected with the
bourgeoisie, would simply be unfit to carry out the orders of the
proletarian state.

"... It must be pointed out that the 'actual seizure' of all the
instruments of labor, the taking possession of industry as a
whole by the working people, is the exact opposite of the
Proudhonist redemption’. In the latter case the individual

*  Frederick Engels, The Housing Question; 2/3 of the way through
Part One: "How Proudhon Solves the Housing Question". (Pp
317-18 in Karl Marx and Frederick Engels, Selected Works, Vol.
2, Moscow, 1973).
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“shift the balance of forces", but to overthrow the bourgeoisie, to
destroy bourgeois parliamentarism, for a democratic republic after
the type of the Commune, or a republic of Soviets of Workers’ and
Soldiers’ Deputies, for the revolutionary dictatorship of the
proletariat.

To the right of Kautsky in international socialism there are trends
such as Socialist Monthly* in Germany (Legien, David, Kolb,
and many others, including the Scandinavian Stauning and
Branting), Jaures’ followers and Vandervelde in France and
Belgium; Turait, Treves, and other Right-wingers of the Italian
Party; the Fabians and “Independents” (the Independent Labor
Party, which, in fact, has always been dependent on the Liberals)
in Britain; and the like. All these gentry, who play a tremendous,
very often a predominant role in the parliamentary work and the
press of their parties, repudiate outright the dictatorship of the
proletariat and pursue a policy of undisguised opportunism. In the
eyes of these gentry, the “dictatorship” of the proletariat
“contradicts” democracy!! There is really no essential distinction
between them and the petty-bourgeois democrats.

Taking this circumstance into consideration, we are justified in
drawing the conclusion that the Second International, that is, the
overwhelming majority of its official representatives, has
completely sunk into opportunism. The experience of the
Commune has been not only ignored but distorted. Far from
inculcating in the workers’ minds the idea that the time is nearing

* Socialist Monthly (Sozialistische Monatshefte) — the principal journal of the
opportunists among the German Social-Democrats, a periodical of
international opportunism. It was published in Berlin from 1897 to 1933.
During the world imperialist war of 1914-18 it took a social-chauvinist stand.
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"... Necessity of political action by the proletariat and of its
dictatorship as the transition to the abolition of classes and,
with them, of the state...." (p.55)*

Addicts of hair-splitting criticism, or bourgeois "exterminators of
Marxism", will perhaps see a contradiction between this
recognition of the "abolition of the state" and repudiation of this
formula as an anarchist one in the above passage from Anti-
Diihring. It would not be surprising if the opportunists classed
Engels, too, as an “anarchist”, for it is becoming increasingly
common with the social-chauvinists to accuse the internationalists
of anarchism.

Marxism has always taught that with the abolition of classes the
state will also be abolished. The well-known passage on the
"withering away of the state in Anti-Diihring accuses the
anarchists not simply of favoring the abolition of the state, but of
preaching that the state can be abolished “overnight”.

As the now prevailing "Social-Democratic” doctrine completely
distorts the relation of Marxism to anarchism on the question of
the abolition of the state, it will be particularly useful to recall a
certain controversy in which Marx and Engels came out against
the anarchists.

2. Controversy with the Anarchists

This controversy took place in 1873. Marx and Engels contributed
articles against the Proudhonists, ‘“autonomists” or "anti-
authoritarians”, to an Italian socialist annual, and it was not until
1913 that these articles appeared in German in Neue Zeit.

* [bid., Part 3; Section I; paragraph 5. (P. 355 in Selected
Works, op. cit.)
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been destroyed, and how,” argues the anarchist (the best of the
anarchists, of course, and not those who, following the Kropotkins
and Co., trail behind the bourgeoisie). Consequently, the tactics of
the anarchist become the tactics of despair instead of a ruthlessly
bold revolutionary effort to solve concrete problems while taking
into account the practical conditions of the mass movement.

Marx teaches us to avoid both errors; he teaches us to act with
supreme boldness in destroying the entire old state machine, and
at the same time he teaches us to put the question concretely: the
Commune was able in the space of a few weeks to start building a
new, proletarian state machine by introducing such-and-such
measures to provide wider democracy and to uproot bureaucracy.
Let us learn revolutionary boldness from the Communards; let us
see in their practical measures the outline of really urgent and
immediately possible measures, and then, following this road, we
shall achieve the complete destruction of bureaucracy.

The possibility of this destruction is guaranteed by the fact that
socialism will shorten the working day, will raise the people to a
new life, will create such conditions for the majority of the
population as will enable everybody, without exception, to
perform “state functions", and this will lead to the complete
withering away of every form of state in general.

“Its object [the object of the mass strike],” Kautsky
continues, “cannot be to destroy the state power; its only
object can be to make the government compliant on some
specific question, or to replace a government hostile to the
proletariat by one willing to meet it half-way
[entgegenkommende]... But never, under no circumstances
can it [that is, the proletarian victory over a hostile
government] lead to the destruction of the state power; it

494
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stating his case against the anarchists: After overthrowing the yoke
of the capitalists, should the workers "lay down their arms", or use
them against the capitalists in order to crush their resistance? But
what is the systematic use of arms by one class against another if
not a "transient form" of state?

Let every Social-Democrat ask himself: Is that how he has been
posing the question of the state in controversy with the anarchists?
Is that how it has been posed by the vast majority of the official
socialist parties of the Second International?

Engels expounds the same ideas in much greater detail and still
more popularly. First of all he ridicules the muddled ideas of the
Proudhonists, who call themselves "anti-authoritarians", i.e.,
repudiated all authority, all subordination, all power. Take a
factory, a railway, a ship on the high seas, said Engels: is it not
clear that not one of these complex technical establishments,
based on the use of machinery and the systematic co-operation of
many people, could function without a certain amount of
subordination and, consequently, without a certain amount of
authority or power?

"... When I counter the most rabid anti-authoritarians with
these arguments, they only answer they can give me is the
following: Oh, that's true, except that here it is not a
question of authority with which we vest our delegates, but
of a commission! These people imagine they can change a
thing by changing its name...."*

Having thus shown that authority and autonomy are relative terms,
that the sphere of their application varies with the various phases

* Frederick Engels, "Del Autorita", Almanacco Republicano per
l'anno 1874.
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be corrupted — by the conditions of capitalism and betray a
tendency to become bureaucrats, i.e., privileged persons divorced
from the people and standing above the people.

That is the essence of bureaucracy; and until the capitalists have
been expropriated and the bourgeoisie overthrown, even
proletarian functionaries will inevitably be “bureaucratized” to a
certain extent.

According to Kautsky, since elected functionaries will remain
under socialism, so will officials, so will the bureaucracy! This is
exactly where he is wrong. Marx, referring to the example of the
Commune, showed that under socialism functionaries will cease
to be “bureaucrats”, to be “officials”, they will cease to be so in
proportion as — in addition to the principle of election of officials
— the principle of recall at any time is also introduced, as salaries
are reduced to the level of the wages of the average workman, and
as parliamentary institutions are replaced by “working bodies,
executive and legislative at the same time".

As a matter of fact, the whole of Kautsky’ s argument against
Pannekoek, and particularly the former’ s wonderful point that we
cannot do without officials even in our party and trade union
organizations, is merely a repetition of Bernstein’® s old
“arguments” against Marxism in general. In his renegade book,
The Premises of Socialism, Bernstein combats the ideas of
“primitive” democracy, combats what he calls ‘“doctrinaire
democracy": binding mandates, unpaid officials, impotent central
representative bodies, etc. to prove that this “primitive”
democracy is unsound, Bernstein refers to the experience of the
British trade unions, as interpreted by the Webbs.* Seventy years

* This refers to Sydney and Beatrice Webb, Industrial Democracy.
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Cannot we, on the contrary, blame it for having made too
little use of that authority? Therefore, one of two things:
either that anti-authoritarians don't know what they are
talking about, in which case they are creating nothing but
confusion. Or they do know, and in that case they are
betraying the cause of the proletariat. In either case they
serve only reaction." (p.39)*

This argument touches upon questions which should be examined
in connection with the relationship between politics and
economics during the withering away of the state (the next chapter
is devoted to this). These questions are: the transformation of
public functions from political into simple functions of
administration, and the "political state". This last term, one
particularly liable to misunderstanding, indicates the process of the
withering away of the state: at a certain stage of this process, the
state which is withering away may be called a non-political state.

Again, the most remarkable thing in this argument of Engels' is the
way he states his case against the anarchists. Social-Democrats,
claiming to be disciples of Engels, have argued on this subject
against the anarchists millions of times since 1873, but they have
not argued as Marxists could and should. The anarchist idea of
abolition of the state is muddled and non-revolutionary — that is
how Engels put it. It is precisely the revolution in its rise and
development, with its specific tasks in relation to violence,
authority, power, the state, that the anarchists refuse to see.

The usual criticism of anarchism by present-day Social-Democrats
has boiled down to the purest philistine banality: "We recognize
the state, whereas the anarchists do not!" Naturally, such banality
cannot but repel workers who are at all capable of thinking and

* Ibid.

The Vulgarisation of Marxism by the 139

Opportunists

the bureaucracy. Kautsky acts like an outright swindler by evading
the perfectly well-known arguments of Marx and Engels on the
Commune and plucking out a quotation which has nothing to do
with the point at issue.

“Perhaps he [Pannekoek],” Kautsky continues, “wants to
abolish the state functions of the officials? But we cannot
do without officials even in the party and trade unions, let
alone in the state administration. And our programme does
not demand the abolition of state officials, but that they be
elected by the people.... We are discussing here not the
form the administrative apparatus of the ‘future state’ will
assume, but whether our political struggle abolishes
[literally dissolves - auflost] the state power before we have
captured it. [Kautsky’ s italics] Which ministry with its
officials could be abolished?” Then follows an
enumeration of the ministeries of education, justice,
finance, and war. “No, not one of the present ministries
will be removed by our political struggle against the
government.... [ repeat, in order to prevent
misunderstanding: we are not discussing here the form the
‘future state’ will be given by the victorious Social-
Democrats, but how the present state is changed by our
opposition.” (p.725)

This is an obvious trick. Pannekoek raised the question of
revolution. Both the title of his article and the passages quoted
above clearly indicate this. By skipping to the question of
“opposition”, Kautksy substitutes the opportunist for the
revolutionary point of view. What he says means: at present we are
an opposition; what we shall be after we have captured power, that
we shall see. Revolution has vanished! And that is exactly what
the opportunists wanted.
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76 State and Revolution

Engels wrote to Bebel criticizing the same draft of the Gotha
Programme which Marx criticized in his famous letter to Bracke.
Referring specially to the question of the state, Engels said:

The formulation in which Pannekoek presented his ideas suffers
from serious defects. But its meaning is clear nonetheless, and it is
interesting to note how Kautsky combated it.

"The free people's state has been transferred into the free
489
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state. Taken in its grammatical sense, a free state is one
where the state is free in relation to its citizens, hence a
state with a despotic government. The whole talk about the
state should be dropped, especially since the Commune,
which was no longer a state in the proper sense of the
word. The 'people's state' has been thrown in our faces by
the anarchists to the point of disgust, although already
Marx's book against Proudhon and later the Communist
Manifesto say plainly that with the introduction of the
socialist order of society the state dissolves of itself [sich
auflost] and disappears. As the state is only a transitional
institution which is used in the struggle, in the revolution,
to hold down one's adversaries by force, it is sheer
nonsense to talk of a 'free people's state'; so long as the
proletariat still needs the state, it does not need it in the
interests of freedom but in order to hold down its
adversaries, and as soon as it becomes possible to speak of
freedom the state as such ceases to exist. We would
therefore propose replacing the state everywhere by
Gemeinwesen, a good old German word which can very
well take the place of the French word
commune." ( pp.321-22 of the German original.)*

* The quotation is a complete paragraph near the middle of the
letter ( https://marxists.architexturez.net/archive/marx/works/
1875/1etters/75_03_18.htm ). Also in Karl Marx and Frederick
Engels, Selected Correspondence, Moscow, 1965, pp. 293-94.

“Up to now,” he wrote, “the antithesis between the Social-
Democrats and the anarchists has been that the former
wished to win the state power while the latter wished to
destroy it. Pannekoek wants to do both.” (p.724)

Although Pannekoek’ s exposition lacks precision and
concreteness — not to speak of other shortcomings of his article
which have no bearing on the present subject — Kautsky seized
precisely on the point of principle raised by Pannekoek; and on
this fundamental point of principle Kautsky completely abandoned
the Marxist position and went over wholly to opportunism. His
definition of the distinction between the Social-Democrats and the
anarchists is absolutely wrong; he completely vulgarizes and
distorts Marxism.

The distinction between Marxists and the anarchists is this: (1)
The former, while aiming at the complete abolition of the state,
recognize that this aim can only be achieved after classes have
been abolished by the socialist revolution, as the result of the
establishment of socialism, which leads to the withering away of
the state. The latter want to abolish he state completely overnight,
not understanding the conditions under which the state can be
abolished. (2) The former recognize that after the proletariat has
won political power it must completely destroy the old state
machine and replace it by a new one consisting of an organization
of the armed workers, after the type of the Commune. The latter,
while insisting on the destruction of the state machine, have a very
vague idea of what the proletariat will put in its place and how it
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clear. The Commune was ceasing to be a state since it had to
suppress, not the majority of the population, but a minority (the
exploiters). It had smashed the bourgeois state machine. In place
of a special coercive force the population itself came on the scene.
All this was a departure from the state in the proper sense of the
word. And had the Commune become firmly established, all traces
of the state in it would have "withered away" of themselves; it
would not have had to “abolish” the institutions of the state — they
would have ceased to function as they ceased to have anything to
do.

"The 'people's state' has been thrown in our faces by the
anarchists". In saying this, Engels above all has in mind Bakunin
and his attacks on the German Social-Democrats. Engels admits
that these attacks were justified insofar as the "people's state" was
as much an absurdity and as much a departure from socialism as
the "free people's state". Engels tried to put the struggle of the
German Social-Democrats against the anarchists on the right lines,
to make this struggle correct in principle, to ride it of opportunist
prejudices concerning the “state”. Unfortunately, Engels' letter was
pigeon-holed for 36 years. We shall see farther on that, even after
this letter was published, Kautsky persisted in virtually the same
mistakes against which Engels had warned.

Bebel replied to Engels in a letter dated September 21, 1875, in
which he wrote, among other things, that he "fully agreed" with
Engels' opinion of the draft programme, and that he had
reproached Liebknecht with readiness to make concessions (p.334
of the German edition of Bebel's memoirs, Vol.II). But if we take
Bebel's pamphlet, Our Aims, we find there views on the state that
are absolutely wrong.

"The state must... be transformed from one based on class
rule into a people's state." (Unsere Ziele, 1886, p.14)

The Vulgarisation of Marxism by the 135
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It is all the more characteristic, therefore, that although Kautsky so
explicitly declared that the era of revolution had already begun, in
the pamphlet which he himself said was devoted to an analysis of
the “political revolution”, he again completely avoided the
question of the state.

These evasions of the question, these omissions and
equivocations, inevitably added up to that complete swing-over to
opportunism with which we shall now have to deal.

Kautsky, the German Social-Democrats’ spokesman, seems to
have declared: I abide by revolutionary views (1899), I recognize,
above all, the inevitability of the social revolution of the
proletariat (1902), I recognize the advent of a new era of
revolutions (1909). Still, I am going back on what Marx said as
early as 1852, since the question of the tasks of the proletarian
revolution in relation to the state is being raised (1912).

It was in this point-blank form that the question was put in
Kautsky’ s controversy with Pannekoek.
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We shall note in passing that Engels also makes an exceedingly
valuable observation on economic questions, which shows how
attentively and thoughtfully he watched the various changes
occurring in modern capitalism, and how for this reason he was
able to foresee to a certain extent the tasks of our present, the
imperialist, epoch. Here is that observation: referring to the word
“planlessness” (Planlosigkeit), used in the draft programme, as
characteristic of capitalism, Engels wrote:

"When we pass from joint-stock companies to trusts which
assume control over, and monopolize, whole industries, it
is not only private production that ceases, but also
planlessness." (Neue Zeit, Vol. XX, 1, 1901-02, p.8)

Here we have what is most essential in the theoretical appraisal of
the latest phase of capitalism, i.e., imperialism, namely, that
capitalism becomes monopoly capitalism. The latter must be
emphasized because the erroneous bourgeois reformist assertion
that monopoly capitalism or state-monopoly capitalism is no
longer capitalism, but can now be called "state socialism" and so
on, is very common. The trusts, of course, never provided, do not
now provide, and cannot provide complete planning. But however
much they do plan, however much the capitalist magnates
calculate in advance the volume of production on a national and
even on an international scale, and however much they
systematically regulate it, we still remain under capitalism — at its
new stage, it is true, but still capitalism, without a doubt. The
“proximity” of such capitalism to socialism should serve genuine
representatives of the proletariat as an argument proving the
proximity, facility, feasibility, and urgency of the socialist
revolution, and not at all as an argument for tolerating the
repudiation of such a revolution and the efforts to make capitalism
look more attractive, something which all reformists are trying to
do.

The Vulgarisation of Marxism by the 133

Opportunists

technique of all these enterprises makes absolutely imperative the
strictest discipline, the utmost precision on the part of everyone in
carry out his allotted task, for otherwise the whole enterprise may
come to a stop, or machinery or the finished product may be
damaged. In all these enterprises the workers will, of course,
“elect delegates who will form a sort of parliament”.

The whole point, however, is that this “sort of parliament” will not
be a parliament in the sense of a bourgeois parliamentary
institution. The whole point is that this “sort of parliament” will
not merely “establish the working regulations and supervise the
management of the bureaucratic apparatus,” as Kautsky, whose
thinking does not go beyond the bounds of bourgeois
parliamentarianism, imagines. In socialist society, the “sort of
parliament” consisting of workers’ deputies will, of course,
“establish the working regulations and supervise the management”
of the “apparatus,” but this apparatus will not be “bureaucratic.”

Kautsky has not reflected at all on Marx’ s words: “The Commune
was a working, not parliamentary, body, executive and legislative
at the same time."

Kautsky has not understood at all the difference between
bourgeois parliamentarism, which combines democracy (not for
the people) with bureaucracy (against the people), and proletarian
democracy, which will take immediate steps to cut bureaucracy
down to the roots, and which will be able to carry these measures
through to the end, to the complete abolition of bureaucracy, to the
introduction of complete democracy for the people.

Kautsky here displays the same old “superstitious reverence” for
the state, and ““superstitious belief” in bureaucracy.
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consideration which satisfied “everybody”. He continued:
"Nevertheless, somehow or other, the thing has to be
attacked. How necessary this is is shown precisely at the
present time by opportunism, which is gaining ground
[einreissende] in a large section of the Social-Democrat
press. Fearing a renewal of the Anti-Socialist Law,?® or
recalling all manner of overhasty pronouncements made
during the reign of that law, they now want the Party to find
the present legal order in Germany adequate for putting
through all Party demands by peaceful means...."

Engels particularly stressed the fundamental fact that the German
Social-Democrats were prompted by fear of a renewal of the Anti-
Socialist Law, and explicitly described it as opportunism; he
declared that precisely because there was no republic and no
freedom in Germany, the dreams of a “peaceful” path were
perfectly absurd. Engels was careful not to tie his hands. He
admitted that in republican or very free countries "one can

29 The Anti-Socialist Law (Exceptional Law Against the Socialists) was
enacted in Germany by the Bismarck government in 1878 to combat the
working-class and socialist movement. Under this law, all Social-
Democratic Party organisations, all mass organisations of the workers, and
the working-class press were banned, socialist literature was confiscated
and the Social-Democrats were persecuted, to the point of banishment.
These repressive measures did not, however, break the Social-Democratic
Party, which readjusted itself to illegal conditions. Der Sozial-Demokrat,
the party's Central Organ, was published abroad and party congresses
were held at regular intervals (1880, 1883 and 1887). In Germany herself,
the Social-Democratic organisations and groups were coming back to life
underground, an illegal Central Committee leading their activities.
Besides, the Party widely used legal opportunities to establish closer links
with the working people, and its influence was growing steadily. At the
Reichstag elections in 1890, it polled three times as many votes as in 1878.
Marx and Engels did much to help the Social-Democrats. In 1890 popular
pressure and the growing working-class movement led to the annulment of
the Anti-Socialist Law.

The Vulgarisation of Marxism by the 131

Opportunists

makes a concession to the opportunists, inasmuch as it admits the
possibility of seizing power without destroying the state machine.
The very thing which Marx in 1872 declared to be “obsolete” in
the programme of the Communist Manifesto, is revived by
Kautsky in 1902.

A special section in the pamphlet is devoted to the “forms and
weapons of the social revolution". Here Kautsky speaks of the
mass political strike, of civil war, and of the “instruments of the
might of the modern large state, its bureaucracy and the army";
but he does not say a word about what the Commune has already
taught the workers. Evidently, it was not without reason that
Engels issued a warning, particularly to the German socialists,
against “superstitious reverence” for the state.

Kautsky treats the matter as follows: the victorious proletariat
“will carry out the democratic programme", and he goes on to
formulate its clauses. But he does not say a word about the new
material provided in 1871 on the subject of the replacement of
bourgeois democracy by proletarian democracy. Kautsky disposes
of the question by using such “impressive-sounding” banalities as:

“Still, it goes without saying that we shall not achieve
supremacy under the present conditions. Revolution itself
presupposes long and deep-going struggles, which, in
themselves, will change our present political and social
structure."

Undoubtedly, this “goes without saying,” just as the fact that
horses eat oats or the Volga flows into the Caspian. Only it is a
pity that an empty and bombastic phrase about ‘“deep-going”
struggles is used to avoid a question of vital importance to the
revolutionary proletariat, namely, what makes ifs revolution

485



oSy

[T JO sno1dguep jsow Ay}
sdeyzad st wstumaoddo 3seuoy, pue ‘wstunyioddo surewax
pue SsI 11 Jnq 9Queaw Apsouoy, oq Aewr juasaid syt 10
JUSWAAOW JY) JO ININJ 9Y) JO 2OYLIOLS SIY) ‘saduanbasuod
I9Je[ JO SS9[pIE3al JUAWOW Y} JO S$S00NS Y} J0J SUIALIS
pue 3ur33nins sy} ‘Aep Ay} JO SISAUAUI AIBJUWOW JY) IO}
suonerapisuod [edound ay) eI oy Jo 3unyagdioy Sy,

“** {PISSNISIp
U99Q JOAQU QABY SONSSI JSAY) Qsneddq I ul  uJral
SONSSI QAISIOIP ISOW Y} UO PIOJSIP pue Ajurerooun eyl
pue sso[d[oy soaoid Apuoppns Ayed oY) juswow SAISIOP
Y e Jey) 1doOXa SIY) WIOIJ J[NSAI UBD JBYAN “SOA[OSWAY)
asod Aqeonewoine ‘sisuo  [eoniod 1SIy Ayl  ‘SIUAAD
18213 ISIY QY) JO JUSWOW Ay} Je YoIyMm ‘suonsanb 93010u0d
JeIpowIWI Ay} JUI[BAOUOD AQAIdY) ‘puUNOIFaIo) Ay} ojul
suonsanb eonijod 10e1sqe ‘[erouasd ysnd Aoy, ‘Kense Kyred
uMmo $,9U0 pe9[ A[uo ued Adrjod e yons uni 3uof ay3 uy ",

“WSIIN[OSQE J0J UAAIIS & 2q 0} paroid
A[[ea1 2ABY “Qd1ApE SIY) Po[oy-uod3id yomym ‘Alred OneIdow(]
-[B100S UBWLIAN) ) JO SIdPBI[ [eIoLjo ) Jo Ajuofewr jeaId oy,

,'SSOUPAYRU SII JOJ UAIDS B JJOSAUO SUI0IAq
pue wsnnjosqe woij Jed] Sy U} SUIAOWAI  SUBdW
‘0S Op 0) PAduU OU SI AUJY) IAOAOW ‘AIYM ‘AUBULISN)
ur 3ury) B yons 2Jed0Ape 0) ‘Tomod [Bal Ou QABY SAIPOq
aAneIuasaIdar 19yj0 [[e pue 3eISYOIY 9yl pue judjodruwio
jSowI[e  SI JUQWIUIdAOS QU] 9Ioym ‘AUBWLIdn) Ul ™

‘pareadar 9y ‘AuewiIon ur ng ‘WSI[BIO0S
spremo) Judwdoroadp [njaoead € Jo (j..9A190U0D,, A[UO) ,IATOUOD

€8 s|abu3 Ag suoneue|dx3 Arejuswalddng

UOIyM B[NWIOJ B UASOYD Sey Y ‘SI Jey) farowl ou pue — romod
JJe)s JO Suruuim AY) Jo syeads Joyine ay) Jorydured ay3 noysnoiy,
"9J1eIs QUl Jo uonsanb oy} papIloAe 9y Ing ‘Q[qen[eA A[SUIPIIIX
Sem Jey) yonw dABS OH -, QwiIdar uelrejo[oid ay),, pue , UOIN[OAJL
ueuejooxd oy, Jo uonsonb oy owoy) yeroads sy se 9soyd
Joyne ayy ‘epydwed s up uounjoasy p1og a2y ‘wRyduwed
SIY ST 3] "s10113 Istunioddo Jo uoneinjar & 0) pajoAdp A[Q3Ie[ OSs[e
sem UoIyM ‘AYsIney] AQ SHPOM ‘QInjewl QIOW ‘JXdU AY) e} Sn 1]

"UONN[OAI JOJ SSB[O SupIom U} ururen Jo yse) s Aured uerreyojoxd
AU SpIEMO) 9pmInIe I1aY) JA0 AMsiney] pue XIey sdjeredas Jins v

| {9OUBAPE UI UMOUY 9¢ JOUUERD SULIOJ JAIOU0D
ey yinn ounsiyyd (uorreq pue) | o[qeindsipur, oyy puryeq
93nJo1 y3nos udy) pue ‘paysews aq 0} SI I YIIYM Ul SULIOJ 9JAIOUO0D
9y Joj uonsanb oY) auryorW SIY) YSews 03 ATBSSAOAU ST I JYJoyM
uonsanb atp 10 paymnsqns Apusnpney ‘yurod sy uo systunjzoddo
) Aq WSIXIBIA JO [eABIIq 919[dWO0D Ay} YIIM PIAJUOIFUOD ‘AYSINey]
‘6681 UI ‘J9X -duIyorw de)S Y} Ysews jsnul I jey) jerreojord
oy ySne) s[P3uy pue XIBJA ‘SIBL () JOJ 10 ‘168 01 7S] WOL]

"UONNJOAI
uene)o[oxd dy) Jo syse) 9y} Jo suonsenb [ejuswepuny (e ,QIniny
U} 0} 2ABI[ A[oyes anb,, 01 ueyy 19139q Suryiou yse systunjzoddo
oy} Juasaxd e 10y ‘wistunjzoddo 0} JopuALINS © ‘WIY O} UOISSIOUOD
B ‘Q0UASSY Ul ‘Inq ‘umisuidg Jsumwsp orwaod ® jou ST oSIyJ,

(uonpa uewrdn) ‘g, 1°d) "uraisurag |, suivsn,,
Sunum  ‘Aysiney pres aminy 9y jo diysiojeidrp uerreyoroxd
oy} Jo swapqoid ayl JO uomnnjos AU} dABI[ A[jes amb ued op,,

AsIney £Q J9AO palIN[S Sem UONN[0AI UeLIe)d[oid
Ayl Jo sysey Y jo 102lgns oyy uo wsmunyzoddo pue wWSIXIBA
UQ9M]9Q UOIOUNSIP [BIUASSY ISOW Y} Jeyl Sem I[Nsal oy,

8y

uonNnN|oASY pue ale1s o€l



451

84

State and Revolution

"If one thing is certain it is that our party and the working
class can only come to power in the form of the democratic
republic. This is even the specific form for the dictatorship
of the proletariat, as the Great French Revolution has
already shown...."

Engels realized here in a particularly striking form the
fundamental idea which runs through all of Marx's works, namely,
that the democratic republic is the nearest approach to the
dictatorship of the proletariat. For such a republic, without in the
least abolishing the rule of capital, and, therefore, the oppression
of the masses and the class struggle, inevitably leads to such an
extension, development, unfolding, and intensification of this
struggle that, as soon as it becomes possible to meet the
fundamental interests of the oppressed masses, this possibility is
realized inevitably and solely through the dictatorship of the
proletariat, through the leadership of those masses by the
proletariat. These, too, are "forgotten words" of marxism for the
whole of the Second International, and the fact that they have been
forgotten was demonstrated with particular vividness by the
history of the Menshevik Party during the first six months of the
Russian revolution of 1917.

On the subject of a federal republic, in connection with the
national composition of the population, Engels wrote:

"What should take the place of the present-day Germany
[with its reactionary monarchical Constitution and its
equally reactionary division into petty states, a division
which perpetuates all the specific features of “Prussianism”
instead of dissolving them in Germany as a whole]? In my
view, the proletariat can only use the form of the one and
indivisible republic. In the gigantic territory of the United
States, a federal republic is still, on the whole, a necessity,

The Vulgarisation of Marxism by the 129
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in France, and tries, quite unsuccessfully, as we have seen, to
identify Marx’ s views on the lessons of the Commune with those
of Proudhon. Bernstein pays particular attention to the conclusion
which Marx emphasized in his 1872 preface to the Communist
Manifesto, namely, that “the working class cannot simply lay hold
of the ready-made state machinery and wield it for its own
purposes".

This statement “pleased” Bernstein so much that he used it no less
than three times in his book, interpreting it in the most distorted,
opportunist way.

As we have seen, Marx meant that the working-class must smash,
break, shatter (Sprengung, explosion — the expression used by
Engels) the whole state machine. But according to Bernstein it
would appear as though Marx in these words warned the working
class against excessive revolutionary zeal when seizing power.

A cruder more hideous distortion of Marx’ s idea cannot be
imagined.

How, then, did Kautsky proceed in his most detailed refutation of
Bernsteinism?

He refrained from analyzing the utter distortion of Marxism by
opportunism on this point. He cited the above-quoted passage
from Engels’ preface to Marx’ s Civil War and said that according
to Marx the working class cannot simply take over the ready-made
state machinery, but that, generally speaking, it can take it over —
and that was all. Kautsky did not say a word about the fact that
Bernstein attributed to Marx the very opposite of Marx’ s real
idea, that since 1852 Marx had formulated the task of the
proletarian revolution as being to “smash” the state machine.
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Although mercilessly criticizing the reactionary nature of small
states, and the screening of this by the national question in certain
concrete cases, Engels, like Marx, never betrayed the slightest
desire to brush aside the national question — a desire of which the
Dutch and Polish Marxists, who proceed from their perfectly
justified opposition to the narrow philistine nationalism of “their”
little states, are often guilty.

Even in regard to Britain, where geographical conditions, a
common language and the history of many centuries would seem
to have "put an end" to the national question in the various small
divisions of the country — even in regard to to that country, Engels
reckoned with the plain fact that the national question was not yet
a thing of the past, and recognized in consequence that the
establishment of a federal republic would be a "step forward". Of
course, there is not the slightest hint here of Engels abandoning
the criticism of the shortcomings of a federal republic or
renouncing the most determined advocacy of, and struggle for, a
unified and centralized democratic republic.

But Engels did not at all men democratic centralism in the
bureaucratic sense in which the term is used by bourgeois and
petty-bourgeois ideologists, the anarchists among the latter. His
idea of centralism did not in the least preclude such broad local
self-government as would combine the voluntary defence of the
unity of the state by the “communes” and districts, and the
complete elimination of all bureaucratic practices and all
“ordering” from above. Carrying forward the programme views of
Marxism on the state, Engels wrote:

"So, then, a unified republic — but not in the sense of the
present French Republic, which is nothing but the Empire
established in 1798 without the Emperor. From 1792 to
1798 each French department, each commune
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2. Kautsky’ s Controversy with the
Opportunists

Undoubtedly, an immeasurably larger number of Kautsky™ s
works have been translated into Russian than into any other
language. It is not without reason that some German Social-
Democrats say in jest that Kautsky is read more in Russia than in
Germany (let us say, in parenthesis, that this jest has a far deeper
historical meaning than those who first made it suspect. The
Russian workers, by making in 1905 an unusually great and
unprecedented demand for the best works of the best Social-
Democratic literature and editions of these works in quantities
unheard of in other countries, rapidly transplanted, so to speak,
the enormous experience of a neighboring, more advanced
country to the young soil of our proletarian movement).

Besides his popularization of Marxism, Kautsky is particularly
known in our country for his controversy with the opportunists,
with Bernstein at their head. One fact, however, is almost
unknown, one which cannot be ignored if we set out to investigate
how Kautsky drifted into the morass of unbelievably disgraceful
confusion and defence of social-chauvinism during the supreme
crisis of 1914-15. This fact is as follows: shortly before he came
out against the most prominent representatives of opportunism in
France (Millerand and Jaures) and in Germany (Bernstein),
Kautsky betrayed very considerable vacillation. The Marxist
Zarya,* which was published in Stuttgart in 1901-02, and
advocated revolutionary proletarian views, was forced to enter
into controversy with Kautsky and describe as “elastic” the half-
hearted, evasive resolution, conciliatory towards the opportunists,

* Zarya (Dawn) — a Marxist scientific and political journal
published in Stuttgart in 1901-02 by the editors of Iskra. Four
issues appeared in three installments.
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It is extremely important to note that Engels, armed with facts,
disproved by a most precise example the prejudice which is very
widespread, particularly among petty-bourgeois democrats, that a
federal republic necessarily means a greater amount of freedom
than a centralized republic. This is wrong. It is disproved by the
facts cited by Engels regarding the centralized French Republic of
1792-98 and the federal Swiss Republic. The really democratic
centralized republic gave more freedom that the federal republic.
In other words, the greatest amount of local, regional, and other
freedom known in history was accorded by a centralized and not a
federal republic.

Insufficient attention has been and is being paid in our Party
propaganda and agitation to this fact, as, indeed, to the whole
question of the federal and the centralized republic and local self-
government.

5. The 1891 Preface to Marx's
"The Civil War in France"

In his preface to the third edition of The Civil War in France (this
preface is dated March 18, 1891, and was originally published in
Neue Zeit), Engels, in addition to some interesting incidental
remarks on questions concerning the attitude towards the state,
gave a remarkably vivid summary of the lessons of the
Commune.* This summary, made more profound by the entire
experience of the 20 years that separated the author from the
Commune, and directed expressly against the "superstitious belief
in the state" so widespread in Germany, may justly be called the
last word of Marxism on the question under consideration.

* Pp. 178-79 in Karl Marx and Frederick Engels, Selected Works,
Vol. 2, Moscow, 1973.
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1. Plekhanov’s Controversy with the
Anarchists

Plekhanov wrote a special pamphlet on the relation of anarchism
to socialism, entitled Anarchism and Socialism, which was
published in german in 1894.

In treating this subject, Plekhanov contrived completely to evade
the most urgent, burning, and most politically essential issue in the
struggle against anarchism, namely, the relation of the revolution
to the state, and the question of the state in general! His pamphlet
falls into two distinct parts: one of them is historical and literary,
and contains valuable material on the history of the ideas of
Stirner, Proudhon, and others; the other is philistine, and contains
a clumsy dissertation on the theme that an anarchist cannot be
distinguished from a bandit.

It is a most amusing combination of subjects and most
characteristic of Plekhanov’ s whole activity on the eve of the
revolution and during the revolutionary period in Russia. In fact, in
the years 1905 to 1917, Plekhanov revealed himself as a semi-
doctrinaire and semi-philistine who, in politics, trailed in the wake
of the bourgeoisie.

We have now seen how, in their controversy with the anarchists,
Marx and Engels with the utmost thoroughness explained their
views on the relation of revolution to the state. In 1891, in his
foreword to Marx’ s Critique of the Gotha Programme, Engels
wrote that “we” — that is, Engels and Marx — "were at that time,
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"Religion is to be declared a private matter." That is, the formula
was twisted to mean that religion was a private matter even for the
party of the revolutionary proletariat!! It was against this complete
betrayal of the revolutionary programme of the proletariat that
Engels vigorously protested. In 1891 he saw only the very feeble
beginnings of opportunism in his party, and, therefore, he
expressed himself with extreme caution:

"As almost only workers, or recognized representatives of
the workers, sat in the Commune, its decisions bore a
decidedly proletarian character. Either they decreed
reforms which the republican bourgeoisie had failed to
pass solely out of cowardice, but which provided a
necessary basis for the free activity of the working class —
such as the realization of the principle that in relation to
the state religion is a purely private matter — or the
Commune promulgated decrees which were in the direct
interest of the working class and in part cut deeply into the
old order of society."*

Engels deliberately emphasized the words "in relation to the state"
as a straight thrust at at German opportunism, which had declared
religion to be a private matter in relation to the party, thus
degrading the party of the revolutionary proletariat to the level of
the most vulgar "free- thinking" philistinism, which is prepared to
allow a non-denominational status, but which renounces the party
struggle against the opium of religion which stupifies the people.

The future historian of the German Social-Democrats, in tracing
the roots of their shameful bankruptcy in 1914, will find a fair
amount of interesting material on this question, beginning with the

* Just past halfway through the Introduction. (P. 184 in
Selected Works, op. cit.)

The Economic Basis of the 123
Withering Away of the State

more complete the democracy, the nearer the moment when it
becomes unnecessary. The more democratic the “state” which
consists of the armed workers, and which is "no longer a state in
the proper sense of the word", the more rapidly every form of state
begins to wither away.

For when all have learned to administer and actually to
independently administer social production, independently keep
accounts and exercise control over the parasites, the sons of the
wealthy, the swindlers and other "guardians of capitalist
traditions", the escape from this popular accounting and control
will inevitably become so incredibly difficult, such a rare
exception, and will probably be accompanied by such swift and
severe punishment (for the armed workers are practical men and
not sentimental intellectuals, and they scarcely allow anyone to
trifle with them), that the necessity of observing the simple,
fundamental rules of the community will very soon become a
habit.

Then the door will be thrown wide open for the transition from
the first phase of communist society to its higher phase, and with
it to the complete withering away of the state.
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lose again its only just-gained supremacy, this working
class must, on the one hand, do away with all the old
machinery of oppression previously used against it itself,
and, on the other, safeguard itself against its own deputies
and officials, by declaring them all, without exception,
subject to recall at any time...."*

Engels emphasized once again that not only under a monarchy, but
also under a democratic republic the state remains a state, i.e., it
retains its fundamental distinguishing feature of transforming the
officials, the 'servants of society", its organs, into the masters of
society.

"Against this transformation of the state and the organs of
the state from servants of society into masters of society —
an inevitable transformation in all previous states — the
Commune used two infallible means. In the first place, it
filled all posts — administrative, judicial, and educational —
by election on the basis of universal suffrage of all
concerned, subject to recall at any time by the electors.
And, in the second place, it paid all officials, high or low,
only the wages received by other workers. The highest
salary paid by the Commune to anyone was 6,000 francs.?
In this way a dependable barrier to place-hunting and
careerism was set up, even apart from the binding

* 5th - and 4th-last paragraphs of Introduction. (P. 187 in Selected
Works, op. cit.)

T Nominally about 2,400 rubles or, according to the present rate of
exchange, about 6,000 rubles. The action of those Bolsheviks who
propose that a salary of 9,000 rubles be paid to members of municipal
councils, for instance, instead of a maximum salary of 6,000 rubles —
quite an adequate sum — throughout the state, is inexcusable.
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administration of the state, capitalism cannot retain its hold. The
development of capitalism, in turn, creates the preconditions that
enable really “all” to take part in the administration of the state.
Some of these preconditions are: universal literacy, which has
already been achieved in a number of the most advanced
capitalist countries, then the "training and disciplining" of
millions of workers by the huge, complex, socialized apparatus of
the postal service, railways, big factories, large-scale commerce,
banking, etc., etc.

Given these economic preconditions, it is quite possible, after the
overthrow of the capitalists and the bureaucrats, to proceed
immediately, overnight, to replace them in the control over
production and distribution, in the work of keeping account of
labor and products, by the armed workers, by the whole of the
armed population. (The question of control and accounting
should not be confused with the question of the scientifically
trained staff of engineers, agronomists, and so on. These
gentlemen are working today in obedience to the wishes of the
capitalists and will work even better tomorrow in obedience to the
wishes of the armed workers.)

Accounting and control — that is mainly what is needed for the
"smooth working", for the proper functioning, of the first phase of
communist society. All citizens are transformed into hired
employees of the state, which consists of the armed workers. All
citizens becomes employees and workers of a single countrywide
state “syndicate”. All that is required is that they should work
equally, do their proper share of work, and get equal pay; the
accounting and control necessary for this have been simplified by
capitalism to the utmost and reduced to the extraordinarily simple
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Taken separately, no kind of democracy will bring socialism. But
in actual life democracy will never be "taken separately"; it will be
"taken together" with other things, it will exert its influence on
economic life as well, will stimulate its transformation; and in its
turn it will be influenced by economic development, and so on.
This is the dialectics of living history.

Engels continued:

"... This shattering [Sprengung] of the former state power
and its replacement by a new and truly democratic one is
described in detail in the third section of The Civil War.
But it was necessary to touch briefly here once more on
some of its features, because in Germany particularly the
superstitious belief in the state has passed from philosophy
into the general consciousness of the bourgeoisie and even
of many workers. According to the philosophical
conception, the state is the 'realization of the idea', or the
Kingdom of God on earth, translated into philosophical
terms, the sphere in which eternal truth and justice are, or
should be, realized. And from this follows a superstitious
reverence for the state and everything connected with it,
which takes root the more readily since people are
accustomed from childhood to imagine that the affairs and
interests common to the whole of society could not be
looked after other than as they have been looked after in
the past, that is, through the state and its lucratively
positioned officials. And people think they have taken
quite an extraordinary bold step forward when they have
rid themselves of belief in hereditary monarchy and swear
by the democratic republic. In reality, however, the state is
nothing but a machine for the oppression of one class by
another, and indeed in the democratic republic no less than
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of capitalism. Hence the interesting phenomenon that communism
in its first phase retains "the narrow horizon of bourgeois law". Of
course, bourgeois law in regard to the distribution of consumer
goods inevitably presupposes the existence of the bourgeois state,
for law is nothing without an apparatus capable of enforcing the
observance of the rules of law.

It follows that under communism there remains for a time not only
bourgeois law, but even the bourgeois state, without the
bourgeoisie!

This may sound like a paradox or simply a dialectical conundrum
of which Marxism is often accused by people who have not taken
the slightest trouble to study its extraordinarily profound content.

But in fact, remnants of the old, surviving in the new, confront us
in life at every step, both in nature and in society. And Marx did
not arbitrarily insert a scrap of “bourgeois” law into communism,
but indicated what is economically and politically inevitable in a
society emerging out of the womb of capitalism.

Democracy means equality. The great significance of the
proletariat's struggle for equality and of equality as a slogan will
be clear if we correctly interpret it as meaning the abolition of
classes. But democracy means only formal equality. And as soon
as equality is achieved for all members of society in relation to
ownership of the means of production, that is, equality of labor
and wages, humanity will inevitably be confronted with the
question of advancing further from formal equality to actual
equality, i.e., to the operation of the rule "from each according to
his ability, to each according to his needs". By what stages, by
means of what practical measures humanity will proceed to this
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6. Engels on the Overcoming of
Democracy

Engels came to express his views on this subject when establishing
that the term "Social-Democrat" was scientifically wrong.

In a preface to an edition of his articles of the seventies on various
subjects, mostly on "international" questions (Internationales aus
dem Volksstaat), dated January 3, 1894, i.e., written a year and a
half before his death, Engels wrote that in all his articles he used
the word "Communist", and not "Social-Democrat", because at
that time the Proudhonists in France and the Lassalleans™ in
Germany called themselves Social-Democrats.

"... For Marx and myself," continued Engels, "it was
therefore absolutely impossible to use such a loose term to
characterize our special point of view. Today things are
different, and the word ["Social-Democrat"] may perhaps
pass muster [mag passieren]|, inexact [unpassend,
unsuitable] though it still is for a party whose economic

* Lassalleans — supporters of the German petty-bourgeois socialist
Ferdinand Lassalle, members of the General Association of German
Workers founded at the Congress of Workers' Organisations, held in
Leipzig in 1863, to counterbalance the bourgeois progressists who were
trying to gain influence over the working class. The first President of the
Association was Lassalle, who formulated its programme and the
fundamentals of its tactics. The Association's political programme was
declared to be the struggle for universal suffrage, and its economic
programme, the struggle for workers' production associations, to be
subsidised by the state. In their practical activities, Lassalle and his
followers adapted themselves to the hegemony of Prussia and supported
the Great Power policy of Bismarck. "Objectively," wrote Engels to Marx
on January 27, 1865, "this was a base action and a betrayal of the whole
working-class movement to the Prussians." Marx and Engels frequently
and sharply criticised the theory, tactics, and organisational principles of
the Lassalleans as an opportunist trend in the German working-class
movement.
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communism will arrive; as for the greatest socialists' forecast that
it will arrive, it presupposes not the present ordinary run of people,
who, like the seminary students in Pomyalovsky's stories,* are
capable of damaging the stocks of public wealth "just for fun", and
of demanding the impossible.

Until the “higher” phase of communism arrives, the socialists
demand the strictest control by society and by the state over the
measure of labor and the measure of consumption; but this control
must start with the expropriation of the capitalists, with the
establishment of workers' control over the capitalists, and must be
exercised not by a state of bureaucrats, but by a state of armed
workers.

The selfish defence of capitalism by the bourgeois ideologists (and
their hangers-on, like the Tseretelis, Chernovs, and Co.) consists in
that they substitute arguing and talk about the distant future for the
vital and burning question of present-day politics, namely, the
expropriation of the capitalists, the conversion of all citizens into
workers and other employees of one huge “syndicate” — the whole
state — and the complete subordination of the entire work of this
syndicate to a genuinely democratic state, the state of the Soviets
of Workers' and Soldiers' Deputies.

In fact, when a learned professor, followed by the philistine,
followed in turn by the Tseretelis and Chernovs, talks of wild
utopias, of the demagogic promises of the Bolsheviks, of the
impossibility of “introducing” socialism, it is the higher stage, or
phase, of communism he has in mind, which no one has ever

* Reference is to the pupils of a seminary who won notoriety by their
extreme ignorance and barbarous customs. They were portrayed by
N. G. Pomyalovsky, a Russian author.
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State and Revolution

Perhaps I would propose a "compromise" to my comrades,
namely, to call ourselves the Communist Party, but to retain the
word "Bolsheviks" in brackets.

But the question of the name of the Party is incomparably less
important than the question of the attitude of the revolutionary
proletariat to the state.

In the usual argument about the state, the mistake is constantly
made against which Engels warned and which we have in passing
indicated above, namely, it is constantly forgotten that the
abolition of the state means also the abolition of democracy; that
the withering away of the state means the withering away of
democracy.

At first sight this assertion seems exceedingly strange and
incomprehensible; indeed, someone may even suspect us of
expecting the advent of a system of society in which the principle
of subordination of the minority to the majority will not be
observed — for democracy means the recognition of this very
principle.

No, democracy is not identical with the subordination of the
minority to the majority. Democracy is a state which recognizes
the subordination of the minority to the majority, i.e., an
organization for the systematic use of force by one class against
another, by one section of the population against another.

We set ourselves the ultimate aim of abolishing the state, i.e., all
organized and systematic violence, all use of violence against
people in general. We do not expect the advent of a system of
society in which the principle of subordination of the minority to
the majority will not be observed. In striving for socialism,
however, we are convinced that it will develop into communism

The Economic Basis of the 115
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individual, and all the springs of co-operative wealth flow
more abundantly — only then can the narrow horizon of
bourgeois law be left behind in its entirety and society
inscribe on its banners: From each according to his ability,
to each according to his needs!"

Only now can we fully appreciate the correctness of Engels'
remarks mercilessly ridiculing the absurdity of combining the
words “freedom” and “state”. So long as the state exists there is
no freedom. When there is freedom, there will be no state.

The economic basis for the complete withering away of the state
is such a high state of development of communism at which the
antithesis between mental and physical labor disappears, at which
there consequently disappears one of the principal sources of
modern social inequality — a source, moreover, which cannot on
any account be removed immediately by the mere conversion of
the means of production into public property, by the mere
expropriation of the capitalists.

This expropriation will make it possible for the productive forces
to develop to a tremendous extent. And when we see how
incredibly capitalism is already retarding this development, when
we see how much progress could be achieved on the basis of the
level of technique already attained, we are entitled to say with the
fullest confidence that the expropriation of the capitalists will
inevitably result in an enormous development of the productive
forces of human society. But how rapidly this development will
proceed, how soon it will reach the point of breaking away from
the division of labor, of doing away with the antithesis between
mental and physical labor, of transforming labor into "life's prime
want" — we do not and cannot know.
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Chapter V

The Economic Basis of the
Withering Away of the State

Marx explains this question most thoroughly in his Critique of the
Gotha Programme (letter to Bracke, May 5, 1875, which was not
published until 1891 when it was printed in Neue Zeit, vol. IX, 1,
and which has appeared in Russian in a special edition). The
polemical part of this remarkable work, which contains a criticism
of Lassalleanism, has, so to speak, overshadowed its positive part,
namely, the analysis of the connection between the development of
communism and the withering away of the state.

1. Presentation of the Question by
Marx

From a superficial comparison of Marx's letter to Bracke of May
5, 1875, with Engels' letter to Bebel of March 28, 1875, which we
examined above, it might appear that Marx was much more of a
"champion of the state" than Engels, and that the difference of
opinion between the two writers on the question of the state was
very considerable.

Engels suggested to Bebel that all chatter about the state be
dropped altogether, that the word “state” be eliminated from the
programme altogether and the word “community” substituted for
it. Engels even declared that the Commune was long a state in the
proper sense of the word. Yet Marx even spoke of the "future state
in communist society", i.e., he would seem to recognize the need
for the state even under communism.
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property of the whole society (commonly called “socialism™) does
not remove the defects of distribution and the inequality of
"bourgeois laws" which continues to prevail so long as products
are divided "according to the amount of labor performed".
Continuing, Marx says:

"But these defects are inevitable in the first phase of
communist society as it is when it has just emerged, after
prolonged birth pangs, from capitalist society. Law can
never be higher than the economic structure of society and
its cultural development conditioned thereby."

And so, in the first phase of communist society (usually called
socialism) "bourgeois law" is not abolished in its entirety, but only
in part, only in proportion to the economic revolution so far
attained, i.e., only in respect of the means of production.
"Bourgeois law" recognizes them as the private property of
individuals. Socialism converts them into common property. To
that extent — and to that extent alone — "bourgeois law" disappears.

However, it persists as far as its other part is concerned; it persists
in the capacity of regulator (determining factor) in the distribution
of products and the allotment of labor among the members of
society. The socialist principle, "He who does not work shall not
eat", is already realized; the other socialist principle, "An equal
amount of products for an equal amount of labor", is also already
realized. But this is not yet communism, and it does not yet
abolish "bourgeois law", which gives unequal individuals, in
return for unequal (really unequal) amounts of labor, equal
amounts of products.

This is a “defect”, says Marx, but it is unavoidable in the first
phase of communism; for if we are not to indulge in utopianism,
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the question of the development of, say, a new biological variety,
once he knew that it had originated in such and such a way and
was changing in such and such a definite direction.

To begin with, Marx brushed aside the confusion the Gotha
Programme brought into the question of the relationship between
state and society. He wrote:

"'Present-day society' is capitalist society, which exists in
all civilized countries, being more or less free from
medieval admixture, more or less modified by the
particular historical development of each country, more or
less developed. On the other hand, the 'present-day state'
changes with a country's frontier. It is different in the
Prusso-German Empire from what it is in Switzerland,
and different in England from what it is in the United
States. "The present-day state' is, therefore, a fiction.

"Nevertheless, the different states of the different civilized
countries, in spite of their motley diversity of form, all
have this in common, that they are based on modern
bourgeois society, only one more or less capitalistically
developed. The have, therefore, also certain essential
characteristics in common. In this sense it is possible to
speak of the 'present-day state', in contrast with the future,
in which its present root, bourgeois society, will have died
off.

"The question then arises: what transformation will the
state undergo in communist society? In other words, what
social functions will remain in existence there that are
analogous to present state functions? This question can
only be answered scientifically, and one does not get a
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stamped with the birthmarks of the old society, that Marx terms
the “first”, or lower, phase of communist society.

The means of production are no longer the private property of
individuals. The means of production belong to the whole of
society. Every member of society, performing a certain part of the
socially-necessary work, receives a certificate from society to the
effect that he has done a certain amount of work. And with this
certificate he receives from the public store of consumer goods a
corresponding quantity of products. After a deduction is made of
the amount of labor which goes to the public fund, every worker,
therefore, receives from society as much as he has given to it.

“Equality” apparently reigns supreme.

But when Lassalle, having in view such a social order (usually
called socialism, but termed by Marx the first phase of
communism), says that this is "equitable distribution", that this is
"the equal right of all to an equal product of labor", Lassalle is
mistaken and Marx exposes the mistake.

"Hence, the equal right," says Marx, in this case still certainly
conforms to "bourgeois law", which,like all law, implies
inequality. All law is an application of an equal measure to
different people who in fact are not alike, are not equal to one
another. That is why the "equal right" is violation of equality and
an injustice. In fact, everyone, having performed as much social
labor as another, receives an equal share of the social product
(after the above-mentioned deductions).
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Marx bases this conclusion on an analysis of the role played by the
proletariat in modern capitalist society, on the data concerning the
development of this society, and on the irreconcilability of the
antagonistic interests of the proletariat and the bourgeoisie.

Previously the question was put as follows: to achieve its
emancipation, the proletariat must overthrow the bourgeoisie, win
political power and establish its revolutionary dictatorship.

Now the question is put somewhat differently: the transition from
capitalist society — which is developing towards communism — to
communist society is impossible without a "political transition
period", and the state in this period can only be the revolutionary
dictatorship of the proletariat.

What, then, is the relation of this dictatorship to democracy?

We have seen that the Communist Manifesto simply places side by
side the two concepts: "to raise the proletariat to the position of
the ruling class" and "to win the battle of democracy". On the
basis of all that has been said above, it is possible to determine
more precisely how democracy changes in the transition from
capitalism to communism.

In capitalist society, providing it develops under the most
favourable conditions, we have a more or less complete democracy
in the democratic republic. But this democracy is always hemmed
in by the narrow limits set by capitalist exploitation, and
consequently always remains, in effect, a democracy for the
minority, only for the propertied classes, only for the rich.
Freedom in capitalist society always remains about the same as it
was 1n the ancient Greek republics: freedom for the slave-owners.
Owing to the conditions of capitalist exploitation, the modern
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serfs or wage-laborers, and it will cost mankind far less. And it is
compatible with the extension of democracy to such an
overwhelming majority of the population that the need for a
special machine of suppression will begin to disappear. Naturally,
the exploiters are unable to suppress the people without a highly
complex machine for performing this task, but the people can
suppress the exploiters even with a very simple “machine”, almost
without a “machine”, without a special apparatus, by the simple
organization of the armed people (such as the Soviets of Workers'
and Soldiers' Deputies, we would remark, running ahead).

Lastly, only communism makes the state absolutely unnecessary,
for there is nobody to be suppressed — “nobody” in the sense of a
class, of a systematic struggle against a definite section of the
population. We are not utopians, and do not in the least deny the
possibility and inevitability of excesses on the part of individual
persons, or the need to stop such excesses. In the first place,
however, no special machine, no special apparatus of suppression,
is needed for this: this will be done by the armed people
themselves, as simply and as readily as any crowd of civilized
people, even in modern society, interferes to put a stop to a scuffle
or to prevent a woman from being assaulted. And, secondly, we
know that the fundamental social cause of excesses, which consist
in the violation of the rules of social intercourse, is the
exploitation of the people, their want and their poverty. With the
removal of this chief cause, excesses will inevitably begin to
"wither away". We do not know how quickly and in what
succession, but we do know they will wither away. With their
withering away the state will also wither away.

Without building utopias, Marx defined more fully what can be
defined now regarding this future, namely, the differences between
the lower and higher phases (levels, stages) of communist society.
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their mass life (and nine out of 10, if not 99 out of 100, bourgeois
publicists and politicians come under this category); but in their
sum total these restrictions exclude and squeeze out the poor from
politics, from active participation in democracy.

Marx grasped this essence of capitalist democracy splendidly
when, in analyzing the experience of the Commune, he said that
the oppressed are allowed once every few years to decide which
particular representatives of the oppressing class shall represent
and repress them in parliament!

But from this capitalist democracy — that is inevitably narrow and
stealthily pushes aside the poor, and is therefore hypocritical and
false through and through — forward development does not
proceed simply, directly and smoothly, towards "greater and
greater democracy", as the liberal professors and petty-bourgeois
opportunists would have us believe. No, forward development, i.e.,
development towards communism, proceeds through the
dictatorship of the proletariat, and cannot do otherwise, for the
resistance of the capitalist exploiters cannot be broken by anyone
else or in any other way.

And the dictatorship of the proletariat, i.e., the organization of the
vanguard of the oppressed as the ruling class for the purpose of
suppressing the oppressors, cannot result merely in an expansion
of democracy. Simultaneously with an immense expansion of
democracy, which for the first time becomes democracy for the
poor, democracy for the people, and not democracy for the
money-bags, the dictatorship of the proletariat imposes a series of
restrictions on the freedom of the oppressors, the exploiters, the
capitalists. We must suppress them in order to free humanity from
wage slavery, their resistance must be crushed by force; it is clear
that there is no freedom and no democracy where there is
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suppression and where there is violence.

Engels expressed this splendidly in his letter to Bebel when he
said, as the reader will remember, that "the proletariat needs the
state, not in the interests of freedom but in order to hold down its
adversaries, and as soon as it becomes possible to speak of
freedom the state as such ceases to exist".

Democracy for the vast majority of the people, and suppression by
force, i.e., exclusion from democracy, of the exploiters and
oppressors of the people — this is the change democracy undergoes
during the transition from capitalism to communism.

Only in communist society, when the resistance of the capitalists
have disappeared, when there are no classes (i.e., when there is no
distinction between the members of society as regards their
relation to the social means of production), only then "the state...
ceases to exist", and "it becomes possible to speak of freedom".
Only then will a truly complete democracy become possible and
be realized, a democracy without any exceptions whatever. And
only then will democracy begin to wither away, owing to the
simple fact that, freed from capitalist slavery, from the untold
horrors, savagery, absurdities, and infamies of capitalist
exploitation, people will gradually become accustomed to
observing the elementary rules of social intercourse that have been
known for centuries and repeated for thousands of years in all
copy-book maxims. They will become accustomed to observing
them without force, without coercion, without subordination,
without the special apparatus for coercion called the state.

The expression "the state withers away" is very well-chosen, for it
indicates both the gradual and the spontaneous nature of the
process. Only habit can, and undoubtedly will, have such an effect;



